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The Importance of
Voting in

Consolidated
Elections for Local
Government,
School Board&
CollegeBoard
Candidates

Your vote in local county, city, school board and
college trustee elections is extremely important.
The Consolidated Elections will be held on April 4, 2023. Voters will be asked to
select their choices for school board members, various city, township, and
county officials, as well as trustees for Rock Valley College.

School board members and college trustees that can responsibly lead our
educational institutions forward helps to strengthen our community to the
benefit of all. Education is the bedrock of our community and an economic
engine that provides and attracts an educated workforce and a strong business
environment.

The League of Women Voters of Greater Rockford, a partner organization in
GO VOTE 815, will hold candidate meet & greets, giving you the chance to ask
questions of those running for school board and trustee.

Please watch the Facebook page and website GOVOTE815.org for details. Be
proactive by checking your voting status at illinoisvoterguide.org

Your Vote.
Your Voice.
Our Future.

A Go Vote 815 Candidate Meet & Greet held at Pilgrim Baptist Church, Fall 2022.

http://illinoisvoterguide.org


According to the Association of Community College Trustees,
“Community colleges serve their local communities by
providing quality educational opportunities. The specific focus
of each college grows from the unique needs of its community
for occupational/vocational, transfer, adult developmental, and
community education, and economic development”.

Community colleges are governed by boards entrusted to
provide ethical leadership responsible for balancing current and
emerging needs of many constituencies. The college’s strength
depends upon the qualifications of citizens entrusted to govern
on behalf of the community.

Rock Valley College’s seven-member board is elected by
citizens in its service area who live, work, and pay taxes in our
district, and serve without pay except for mileage and expenses.
The board is a cohesive, independent team that must work well
together to serve the best interests of you, the district
taxpayers.

To best understand the needs of those the college serves, the
trustee board make up should represent the demographics of
the community they serve. Strong boards are made up of
strong individuals with many perspectives, varied expertise, and
diverse experiences. Diversity gives a board balance, depth, and
a variety of resources and ensures that the needs of the entire
community are recognized and addressed.

Thoughtful and informed trustee selection will ensure that
community colleges remain accessible and responsive to the
people they serve, and that decisions made on behalf of the
community reflect its values, educational and economic needs,
and standards of excellence. We share responsibility for the
quality of education provided by our local community colleges.

Resources:
Association of Community College Trustees https://www.acct.
org/article/guide-election-and-appointment-community-college-trustees

Rock Valley College https://www.rockvalleycollege.edu/
Community/BOT/index.cfm

On April 4th, you will have the opportunity to select the school board
members who will lead the district for the next several years. Why is
your vote important:

• The School Board is responsible for making sure all students receive
an excellent and equitable education.

• The school board oversees your tax dollars at work and must do so
in a knowledgeable and responsible way.

• Schools are the largest taxing body in the community. School board
members set the budget, the tax levy, and are responsible for seeing
the community’s money is spent wisely, benefiting our children in the
best way possible.

• School board members make sure the statutes, regulations, and laws
governing schools are followed according to schedules in a timely and
legal manner and money is not wasted on fines for failure to do so.

• Schools are one of the largest employers in our communities.
Rockford Public Schools alone employs 5,000 people. The school
board is responsible for hiring the superintendent and evaluating
her/his performance. It also negotiates the contracts for
administrative staff, education professionals, paraprofessionals,
library professionals, and all support staff, such as custodians, bus
drivers, kitchen and lunch staff.

• Schools are a large business and board candidates should be
prepared to take on its responsibilities.

• This is a nonpartisan position and should not reflect a political party.

• A board member should be in touch with community-wide concerns
and values.

• A candidate should be committed to the best possible education for
all students, without being influenced by special interests.

• A candidate should understand the importance of data for
determining policy and progress.

• Individual board members should be able to express their opinions
and respect the opinion of others to work together effectively.

• Board members must understand the importance of abiding by the
majority decisions of the board. The school board works together
for the district’s best interest.

What else shouldwe as voters consider?

Why is voting forTrustees Important?

The Importance ofVoting for School
BoardCandidates

Voting for RockValleyCollege
Trustees is an ImportantTask

WhyVote inConsolidated
Elections?
Local, or consolidated, elections are often the least well
attended. But voting for local officials will likely have the biggest
impact on your day-to-day life. Why? On average, only 1 in 5
voters participate in local elections but these elected officials
oversee those areas that directly affect you.

Local government manages many different things. Elected
officials spend money to influence and decide what a
community’s priorities are and how it will be run. These
decisions directly affect the lives of residents.

Municipalities such as cities and villages can:
• vastly improve living conditions via infrastructure updates:

roads, bridges, and water and sewer systems
• Engage strategic budget planning and show a willingness to

perform critical improvements
• refuse to provide local resources or budget to help enforce

federal immigration policy
• determine policing and public safety policies and budgets
• take action to control rents and increase affordable housing
• determine how and where development occurs
• fund public transit
• determine alcohol and marijuana ordinances
• fund city colleges and job training programs
• provide recycling and composting options
• file lawsuits against companies that contaminate drinking

water
Local governments can lead the way. Many landmark federal
policies first originated at the local level. Policies such as
women’s suffrage, minimum wage, cannabis legalization,
environmental protection, and marriage equality all began at the
local and state level.

• Local elected officials must balance limited resources and
unlimited needs.

• Even when an official shares your goals and policy positions,
they may lack the creativity, courage, and determination to
find the right solutions and implement them.

• Choosing the best candidate matters.

Every government body (fire district, park district, town trustees,
etc) has a budget and limited taxpayer dollars to spend. Every
government body needs officials highly motivated to give
residents the best services at the best price.

YourRole

What Local GovernmentCanDo

Not All Candidates are Equal


